


BRAMPTON ISTAND

Mackay Airport which is a one hour
journey to the island.

On landing. I am given a brief
tour of the island by the very friendly
staff, as my belongings are taken to
my room. I end up at the island’s bar
for welcome drinks of champagne
and a chance to mingle among guests.
I soon head to my island view room to
check out my accommodation.

The room is modern and has a
relaxed vibe that suits the island
perfectly. There is a bottle of
complimentary wine and beach
towels for my stay.

The view from my private
balcony. equipped with deck chairs,
is of the channel running between
Brampton Island and the neighboring
Carlisle Island. It is beautiful as the
waves gently lap the white sandy,
palm fringed beach. As [ was to view
each morning, the sun rose, shining
directly into my room for a gorgeous
view.

On Brampton Island, there are
four types of accommodation that
surround the island. The premier
ocean view rooms are the best of the best. They are situated right on
the main beach with complete ocean views. A private hammock offers
outdoor relaxation, along with an outdoor area to dine. Inside features
include a CD player, bathrobes, aromatherapy burners and a king size
bed for ultimate indulgence.

The ocean view rooms offer beach side luxury, with a large balcony
or terrace.

The island view rooms which I stayed in was situated on the side
of the main beach amongst native gardens and the palm rooms, which
open out into garden views are nestled within the island, close to all
facilities and with their own balconies. Each room has an assortment of
new release movies on show around the clock, for those who feel like
relaxing in their rooms.

There are 106 rooms on the resort, yet just enough people milling
around to feel like a peaceful island paradise. There are a total of
seven beaches to explore on the island, with some accessible on foot
to explore. Brampton Island is predominantly a National Park and the
island’s main resort is located on a palm fringed beach that has a calm
bay that includes coral reef and a great snorkeling channel that captures
fish when the tide goes out.

I head to lunch at the Bluewater Restaurant, now famished and
anticipating the selection the regular lunch buffet has to offer. Among
the selection of foods are a variety of meats, salads, fruits and desserts.
All meals are included in the tariff and are on a 14-day rotation so you
are not eating the same foods during your stay.

Each evening for dinner there is either a table d’hote or a themed
buffet. Dishes include a delicious feast of entrée, main and dessert from
a selection of dishes, which includes calamari, fish. veal, pasta and
delicious buffet desserts.

One evening a week there is a seafood buffet. The selection includes
oysters, crayfish and an assortment of hot seafood dishes. The meals
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At low tide you can walk
across to Carlisle Island.

were the freshest seafood I had tasted and cooked up in a variety of
ways. The dessert variety was outstanding and catered to all preferences
including fruits, cakes and ice cream.

Breakfast was a lively affair each morning due to the friendly
colourful lorikeets that came to eat breakfast with all the guests!
Breakfast is a large selection of buffet dishes. including scrambled
eges, sausages, waffles and a selection of fruits.

Lunch is a themed buffet each day, including Mediterranean, Italian
and BBQ choices. There is always a wide selection of dishes., several
meat dishes along with vegetarian choices, soups and desserts.

The island offers many activities to keep you as active as you desire.
Many guests spend the day lounging on the beach or poolside at the sea
salt pool. Some active guests kept themselves active with snorkeling
and swimming.

The Aqua Lounge, an indoor bar and lounge area on the main beach
entertains guests in the evenings with live music or beach games. I tried
my hand at limbo dancing. before various guests entertained us all with
Karaoke.

There are a range of guests holidaying on the island, from honeymoon
couples to older couples. On talking to other guests and staff members,
I found out that 90 per cent of guests travel from Australia and many
guests it seemed were frequent visitors to the island with stays of around
seven tol0 days.

For the first few days on the island, 1 enjoyed lazing in the sun,
paddling on the beach. or just quietly absorbing the beauty of the place
while sipping delicious tropical “cocktails of the day”. At low tide, 1
could literally walk across to the neighboring Carlisle Island. The scene
to get there is literally out of a travel brochure, where the ocean waves
lap at both sides of your feet as you walk over a thin strip of white sand.
The water temperature is around 15 to 20 degrees, which is
very seducing!
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